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1 - I don't know. B
2 G | The width oi the dam at the base after it was
T3 constructed was about the width of this room,
4 is that right?
!é_ A  You mean the main part of the hollow?
§§ R Yes. |
7¢ A I don't remember, but it was about the width o:
8| this room. |

. Q How long was this dam, this pond dam on Olen

Burrage's place?

<11 - A Well, I mever did check it but I would say it
~l? g L  ,' is about 300 feet.
‘% Q Three hundred feet long, how, how high?’
j3 A A Oh, eighteen feet, I think.v Eighteen feet,
15 . Q Eighteen feetand it built up'abou£‘3 feet that
16 o morning? ﬁ
17 | A. I would say that.
18 Q So by the time you got the dam comnstructed several J
19 - months later, you piled another f&urteen or fifteen
2 feet of dirt on it, huh? |
21 A When I got through with it yes. {
22 Q Well, how long did it take you to get through wiih f
” | e S : |
24 A I don't know. It rained and it got wet in there {
25 and I had to move out and leave it, and went back {
e 3

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, jackson, Miss, . r
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later and finished it. I wotld ééy thirty days

.from then, maybe forty-five before I got through
with it. | \
” R§ Let%me ask you this. Did you know'huw high taat |

w? » .
dam was going to grow to, did you have a contract

C

x "to know how high to finish it?
the width of .

A T did.

Q What was the contract term with respect to the

m on Olen
height of the dam?
A I don't remember just how it was worded, but I
uld say it ‘
beiieve it was fourteen or fifteen foot. I don't
. remember exactliy, its been a 1ong time. -
igh? L o
Q. Is that the way you do when you bullg a pond dam
en feet. '
‘ fourteen or flfteen foot deep to hold water? -
3 feet that ! i

A  When you are as good rrlends as me and Olen was

I think that would be good’enough. I built a lot

e

tructed several of them like that.

1 or fifteem Q | So that you knew ana Olaﬁ Burrage knew that that

dam was going to go up to fourteem feet?

A Well, I knew if I lived and was able to put ic .
there I was going to put it there,

When did you flnlsh the pond dam?

I don't remember. I sald approximately thirty

or forty-iive days later, I dun't remember.

Q Did you ever receive after June the 21lst amy

Wililam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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mouef‘from Sam Bowers?
A. I did not. |
Q Do you kndw Sam Bowefs?
A I do now, I did not then.
BY THE COURT: | | |
Was there ahything that made youremegbérlﬁﬁis

particular date, June'the 21st?

BY THE WITNESS:

Yes sir.
BY THE COURT:
: what was that?i‘
BY THE WIINESS: |
I've beeﬁ questiéned by the F.'B. I. so‘many timeg===-~
BY THE COURT: . | B |
I don't care abodt‘yoﬁ ﬁéi;é”éﬁ;;tioned by the F. B. I.
Just anéwef my question.
BY THE WITNESS: |
My wife's dad was sick and he died the next night.
BY THE COURT: o |
On the 22nd?
BY THE WITNESS:
Yes sir. He died in the Veterans Hospital and you
can check the recoxd. N

BY THE COUKT:

Then you can peg this date in your mind by something

Wiiliam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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very important happening to you?
FTHe WITNeSS:
k Yes sif.
' THE COURT: !
Can you ﬁell us what position your eqﬁipment was when“
you arrifed on the job on the 22nd of June? -
; Hie WITNESS: |
On the 22nd?
HE COUKT: "
Yes sir.
HE WITN&SS:
One of them was running, and the other ome was left
where I had left it the day before. - . :
THE COURT: T
Was the pieces of equipment exactly where yoﬁ left
them and as you left them oun the 2lst?
THE WITNESS:
No sir, one or them was running; " The other one was
sitting w@efe I leit it, or appro#imately'where I
left it.
THE COURT:
| You mean the engine was running? 3 .

THE WITNESS:

Yes gir it was running. A man was-pushing dirt with it

‘HE COURT:

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter,. Jackson, Miss.
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I see. 'Theﬁ, 1 assumekfrom_what ypﬁ say; ggm
had started using the equipment by the_ti@ 'yﬁ? i
out there the next morning is that coxrégtx‘,3? :
BY THE WITNESS:' |

Yes sir.
BY THE COURT:

All right.
BY MR. DOAR:

Q Was anything said to you about your gquipment

having been moved?

A It was not.

| A,’Q‘ Thank you.
BY THz COURT:
Anything further gentlemen?
ALL COUNSEL:
No six.

(Whereupon witness excused)
HOYT R. STEPP, called as a wiiness for and on behalf
of defenQants, was sworn and testified as follows:
BY MR. ALFORD: | DIRECT HXAMINATION
Q Would you state your name, please?
Hoyt R. Stepp. - 4
Where do you live Mr. Stepp?
Phiiadeiphia, Mississippi.

And how old are you?

P o P o P

Thirtywmgms.,onmm Court. Reporter, Jackson;. Miss. .
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a ‘
Y, Someong Q And where do you live with reference to Philadel-

. .
tme you goi phia, Mississippi, sir?

re
ct? I live on Highway 21.

In what direction from Philadelphia on Highway 21?2
South.,

South? About how far from town do you live?

Five and a half mile.

Do you know Mr. Olen Burrage?

? equipment I do

How long have yén known him?
Since 1956.

Since 1956, and is he here in the courtroom?

> O F O F P P O F O ¥

He's the fourth man sitting there.

How far do you live‘from him, or did you live

O .

from him on June the 2lst, 19647 -
About a half a mile.
What church do you belong to?

Fellowship Baptist Church.

as follows:

o > O F

And what church does Mr, Burrage belong to?

Fellowship Baptist Chuarch.

o

I would like to direct your attention to the day
of June the 21lst, 1964 and ask you if on that

day did you have an occasion to see Mr. Burrage?

A. I did.

Q And where and what circumstances did you see Mr.

Willlam 'A, Davis, Offitial Court' Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Burrage on thai day? - W‘“””°”*ﬁf“’
We, uh, I had been tryiﬁg to lease a truck to*Mr‘w
Oien Burrage to pull a trailer for him on ;hort
hauls and at that time he didn't know for sure

if he had enough hauling to keep the trucks that

"he had busy.

Did you talk to him about it on that occasion?

I talked to him after church, uh, he had===-

Let me interrupt you there, if I may. This
church service that you attended, was it in the
day time or night time?

It was in the afternoon. Church services started
at 6:30, I believe.

And about what time was it ove;?

Around eight, maybe five after eight.

And did you see Mr. Burrage at this service?

I did.

Did you attend the service?

I did.

When did you talk to him about this truck business
on this date? |

Just arfter the serf¥ices?

About what time wuuld you say it was?

Abouc eight fifteen. |

And what did that conversation consist of? What

Wiliilam A. Davis, Officiai Court Reporter, Jacksorn, Miss.
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did you all talk abouc?

A Well uh,==-

k¢ MR. HAUBERG:

Object to thac, iL the Court please.

by THE COURT:

3

I don't see the relevancy of that, sustained.

By MR. ALFORD:

% 'Q Was this conversation interrupted by anything at
that time? |
. A Yes sir.

What happened?

He was going toward his house leaving the church
and was going toward his house, and I had called
him back from the front of the church, he had
already gotten out in the highway across from

his house, and he came back and talked to me .just
a minute there; and somebody told him he had
a telephone call.

BY MR. HAUBERG:

Lt We object to that.

. THE COURT:

‘ Overruled.

BY MR, ALFORD:

Q The Judge says you may answer.

William A.. Davis; Official Court’ Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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1| BY THE COURT: : ]
2 - Don't tell us what the call was, I just overruled
f3 it as t§ what you had already told us. o ?
4| BY MR, ALFORD: ° |
:
ﬂ% Q And qid he leave you theré? i ' BY
‘>gf A He lgft me and said he would talk to me later. i
z Q@  And abou: how much later did he talk to you?
5 % A Well, I told him I would take the family on to
9 ' / the house and uh, talk to him after he found out
10 - what his phone callkwas about. UE
| 'Q  Well, what did you do then?
“;12 : " A I tried to call him and I couldn't get him by
BREIN . telephone, and uh, I went to his house.
';]4 Q When did you go back to his/house, Mr. Stepp?
15 A About nine-thirty.
16 - Q Did you see Mr. Burrage there at that time?
17 L No sir, I didn;t.
18 Q When did you see him?
19 A It was about ten mintfjes later. He had went after
.20 his wife's sister in town, in Philadelphia. B
21 Q g;g you see him drive up?
v22 A, Yes sir.
23 Q Who was in the car with him? E
24 A His wife and his wife's sister, and he was in the
25 car. | 25 E
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Q Did he get out oi the cax?
A Yes sir.

Q Did Mr. Burrage taik to you?
A,  Yes sir.

- § BY MR. HAUBERG:

If it please the Court, we object to leading.

I'1l]l sustain the objection. You may rephrase your

question.,

§ 5Y MR, ALFORD:

Q Did you have a conversation with Mr. Burrage after
g he got out of the car?
.
3 A Yes sir.

Q And what was this conversation about?

| B BY MR, HAUBERG:

4
3

3 g If it please the Court, we are going to object to

any conversation.

| | Y THE courr:

Yes, I'll sustain the objection.

| JBY MR. ALFORD:

On the night, uh, and was this on the night of
June 21st, 1964?

{3 MR. HAUBERG:

i We object again, he's leading his witness.

B‘l THE COURT:

Wililam A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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1 Overruled.

2BY MR. ALFORD:

!

-3 Q And wnere were you working at that time, in the
‘ | .

4 day pime? ]
I was working in the Delta. | BY
i ‘

A

Q What @gre you doing?

A Shorﬁ?IOgging, pulpwood.
Q

And did you or not desire to leave a truck with

9 Mr. Bucrage? |
10[BY MR. HAUBERG: j| B
11 We ovject, Your Honor, we don't see the relevancy.
© 12[BY THE GOURT: . B
REIRS Yes, I'1l sustain the objection.
14/BY MR. ALFORD: B
RE Q What did you desire to, uh, what business dealing
16 did you desire to do, which was the subject of
17 your coaversation that night?
18 A  Well I wanted to get out of the pulpwood business
19 and lgase a truck to Mr, Olen Burrage in order to ? E
20 haul on a shoit haul where I could be at home moTre. 19'
ﬂ2‘ Q And that's all you talked to him about? ;?
2 A That nighi? 3' !
23 Q That night. How lonng‘div.d y&; talk to him? 3:
24 A It was about ten or fiitden minutes after ten. ? :
25 Q Did you see anything out oi the way at his hous€ ?
William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss. ‘25

i
k]

e
|




1605

that night?
A No sir.

me, in -
Q Just a minute, Your Homor. I believe that's all.

All right, any turther questions from any of defenéé
Counsel?
(Receiving no answer) The Government may cross-examime

truck wii
CROSS EXAMINATION

€ MR. HAUBERG:

‘eleva I don't believe we have any questics, Your Honor.

HE COURT:

All right yoﬁ‘may stand aside.

MR, ALFORD:

| if the Court please, it may be a Iittie early for

iness de

;ubject the Court to tuke a recess, we have a mumber of wit=-
?

nesses and we need a little time to kinda get

them oxganized.

vood bus.
: in ord THE COURT:
5 at houm You had rather take a recess now'than a little bit
aL? later?
MR. ALFORD:
o him? Yes sir, so we could get our witnesses organized.
after ten THE cOURT: o
at his B ‘ Our plans have been arranged for six o'clock, you

don't have a witness that you couid put on now?

Williom A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jacksor, Miss,
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BY MR.

! 5|BY THE COURT:

10

11

12

13

14}

151

17

18

19

ALFORD:

No sir. Just a minute, Your Honor. (Counsel for
defendants confer) Your Honor, Mr. Watkins says

he can do something now.

Well,flet's do that then, because arrangements have
been made for the Jury at six o'clock, so I'll let
Mr, Watkins proceed then. That was my purpose in

having my meeting with you gentlemen back in chambers

- yesterday, to kinda alert you as to the arrangements

- that I had worked out and I consider you as being

alerted, and I'm not going to stop during the trial
to let you go out and get your witnesses lined up.
That's what you are supposed tohave done when you

“announce ready for trial.

16| By MR. HENDRICKS:

Your Homor, we huvén't"had much time, we've been
starting early and going late, and we didn't know

exactly when the Government was going to rest.

20| BY THE COURT:

Well, 1awyers do have their problems but that is one
reason they are so well paid., Letis go gentlemen.

GEORGE B. GESTNER, called as a witness for and on

behalf of defendants, was sworn and testified as

follows:

Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter; Jackson, Miss.
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DIRECT EXAMINATION

ounsel fﬁw MR. WATKINS:
kins sayg | Q State your mame for the record, please?
A. George B, Gestner.
Q Where do you live, Mr. Gestner.
\gements A 2920 Grandview Avenue,‘Meridian.
so I'll let Q How many years have you lived in Lauderdale
purpose County?
k in cb A Thirty-two years.

Q What affiliation do you have in Lauderdale
County with civic or fraternmal orders in this .
© county?

A I believe to severai Masonic Orders and belong

ne when Y ‘
to the Eastern Star.

Q Name some of the Masonic Orders that you belong

to?
we've beemx
A. I----
didn't kno
MR. HAUBERG:

to reste .
We object to that, Your Honoxr, we dom't think it

is material.

.t that is G
: THE COURT:

;0 gentleme |
I'1ll sustain the objection.

; for and
MR, -WATKINS:

agtified S -
Q What position do you hold at this time?

A I am Secretary of the Scottish Rite Masonic

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss.
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Bodies.
BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object to that, if the Court please,

BY MR. WATKINS:
Your Hoﬁor, please, in order for this man to kng
the reputation of anyone I would have to show |
he is associated in the County with people.

BY THE COURT:

I understand that, but you are not entitled to
his testimony, so I'li sustain the objectiom.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q’i What is your employmant at this time?

.. I am Secretary of a FraternalOrder.

'~ And how long have you been secretary?

Oh, about five years.

Do you know Mr. Travis Barnett?

I do.

How many years have you known Travis Barmet

About four or five years.

o > O ¥ £ B £ P

Have you known him here in Lauderdale County
Mississippi?
I have.

Have you known him here in Meridian, Missl

I have.

= S

Is that the community in which he lives?

William A, Davis, Official.Court Reporter, jackson, Miss.
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A I presume so, I've seen him here.
MR. HAUBERG:

We onjéct to his presuming.

THE GOUKT:
1an to } ¥

sustain the objectiom.
0 show :
HR. WATKINa.
'ple. g
Q Within Lauderdale County>and Meridian, Missxssippi

have you seen and talked to Travis Barmett, and
talk to and known others who have known him in

this county?

A I have.
1e? , | .
Q@ I ask you sir, if you know his general reputation
. in Laudexdale County and Meridian, Mississippi?
34
A All I know====
" Q Just a minute, for peace and violence and as a
law abiding citizen?
, MR, HAUBERG:
.8 Barne;?
We object to that, irf the Court please, he hasn't
stated that he knows Travis Barnett lives in Merﬂiian.
le County;
THE COURT:
I sustain the objection, he hasn't shown that he knows
. the community in which he lives yet.
1, Miss ,
THE WITNESS:
. According to the records thac 1 have here===-
jves?

THE. COURT s

-~

-

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter; Jackson, Miss.
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Just let him ask you questioné, go along Counsei.
BY MR. WATKINS: |

Q I just ask you whether or not you know him to be
a resident citizen of Lauderdale Countyf

A.  According to my records he is, yes.

Q Now, I repeat the questim that i asked‘you pre-
viously, do you know his general repﬁtation in
Lauderdale County for peace and violence and as
a law dbiding citizenvin that County?

‘All I know .of him=-

. A‘
. Q@ Just answer me do you or do you not?
- A Yes. |
Q | Is it good or bad?
A  Good.

‘BY MR, WEIR:
- Q Mr. Gestner, did you say you belonged to certain
fraternal ordexs?
A Yes..
| Q What @asonic Orders is it thaﬁ you belong to?
BY MR. HAUBERG: |
We object to that, if the Court please.
‘BY THE COURT:
Sustained.

BY MR. WEIR:

19

20
by
2
23

:4

May I ask a question to see if it is competent or not,

‘_M‘M

William: A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Your Honor?

r THE COURT:

“ hin ¢ Go aloﬁg.
Ly?
MR. WEIR:
Yes,sir%

Q Do fou‘know whether or not Re#erand’Edgar Ray
Killen is a meﬁber‘of'any‘Masbhidfdﬁderélwhich

you belong?

& MR. HAUBERG:
We object. ' e o
Z :fTHE'COURT:
I'll let him answer.
[ THE WITNESS:
A Ido. = B I NN
. Q Is hémémﬁééﬁaﬁfM§§3n?"“‘“W‘°ﬁ“*
ad to cex
l MR, HAUBERG:
We object to Counsél leading,
3 THE COURT:
selong toZ |
Yes, sustain the objection,
tj‘MR. WEIR:
Q Is he a member of the same Masonic Order that
you are a member of. -
MR. HAUBERG: | S
ppetent 0% We objecct to that.

THE COURT:

William A, Davis, Official. Court Reporter; Jacksor, Miss,
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1 I'll overrule that. L
2| 'BY MR. WEIR:
*3 Q Is he?
4 A. He is.
.fs Q A brother Mason?
6 A Yes. )
7 Q Are you a member of the Shriner, which is a
8| | higher degree?
9\ BY MR, HAUBERG: : | | 4
10 " We object to that.
11/ BY THE COURT: v | |
*‘2“ " 1'11 sustain the objection. | ,12
13| BY MR. WEIR: | o | hs
" 4‘4‘ : Q Did you say whether or mot you are a member of ‘;1‘4
. 15 " the Order of the Eastern Star? ' *15 |
16| BY MR. HAUBERG: | - 16
17 Now, we object to .that. ‘ 17
'8 BY THE COURT: | ' 18
19 Sustained. i 19
20| BY MR. WEIR: %zo
21 I believe that’s all, Your Honor, thank you. :21
22| BY MR. HAUBERG: CROSS EXAMINATION *22
3 Q I don't believe I got your name, please sir? 123
24 A. George B. Gestner. : | 24
25 Q Mr. Gestner, I beiieve you testified that you K

William A. Davis; Offitial. Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss, Iy —
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only knew Mr. Travis Barnect from your records?
No, I didn't say that. I said I knew him person=.
ally and that my records showed that he is a

resident of Lauderdale County.

Well, do you, of your own personal knuwledge, know

‘that he lives in Lauderdale County?

I've never been in his home but I have records

‘showing that he lives in Lauderdale County.

And you say you know his general reputétion?
Yes.

Have you heard it discussed?

Yes.

Who have you heard it discussed by?

I discussed it with someone else.

Who have you heared it discussed by namé;“ﬁdt

yourself and some other person.

A

Q

I don't recall any names.

As you sit there now, you can't tell this jury

a single person.

I can teil the jury a single person that I dis-
cussed it with, yes.

I am asking you if you have heard any other person
other tham yourself discuss Travis Barmett's
reputatiun?

Yes.

Willlem A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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T Q- '»Can”‘you‘v “namé hlm? P
2 | A ) Yes. | |
“ 4 Q Whai is his name?
4 A Hugh Ha:tzog, for one.
,5 Q You couJ.dn t thm.nk of his name a little wh:.le ago? )
| A Yes, I could, but the way your_qaestion was framed.
% I didn't think you wanted me to name him.
i Q Now did you khow that 'I.‘ravis ‘Bamet.t was a"member a
| . of the Klaa?. . W
10 - A No, _K did not. | 0
0 . Q _' Had you heard that? | ” 5
12 A. Not specifically, no sir. {2,
*13 Q Wel_lt wh’evn‘ you say not ’specifi’cally,‘ can you give 3 |
14 o ' us some gxp;@apion? ;4
" sl BY m,WAmI’Ns:b .
161. Having heard won'tk make him have a ‘bad :eputati.on, l ;
17 Your Homor. ]7 |
18| BY THE COURT: | w
19 Well, we won't argue that, bt;t I'il let him answer. o
20| BY THE WIfNESS: "
‘21 A The implication was that he was a member of the !
2 Klan when this article regarding him appeared in ‘22
—23‘ o e newspapef. .13
24 Q Bwt you say you have wsonal knowiedge of this? }24
25 A None whatsoever. ;5 BY
Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss. [
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MR, WATKINS:

If you had known that, would that have méde any
diiference in your opinion of his reputation
statement?

I dvn't know, I wouldn't be a member of it myself,
but 'I have no right to pass judgment‘bn anyéné elsel
Now, since you did hear that, I'll ask you if you
know whal the word reputation mean?

Yes, I think I do.

Have you heard his repuiation discussed after you '
learned that he'ﬁas a member of the Klan?

I never did lecarn that he was a member of the Klaﬁ,
I didn't testify that he was was.

I believe you said you heard he was.

No sir, I said through thé'newspéper'accounts the
implication*ﬁas”théreg‘but“I”néﬁéfwhéardjthau he
was a member of the Klanm.

Y§u never heacd anyone expfess anything to the
effect thai he was a member of the Klan?

No, no one ever told me thati hé‘was a member or

the Kian, no sir.

But you have read it in the newspaper?

The implicacion was there from newspaper accouncs.
Well, did you see it yourself, in the nuwspaper

or not?

William: A, Davis, Otficial. Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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From his own Batement, Youryanow, he has alre43y“‘
anaswered tha question. '
BY THe CUURT:
I think he can answer.
ﬁY THE WITNESS:
| A Not the actual.sta;emen; that he was'a'membér of
the Klan.
Q I think that's all.
BY MR. WATKINS:
- May this witness be‘fiﬁally excused?
BY THE COURT:
| Yes sir.
(Whexreupon witness finally excused.)

FREDA HALL, called aa a witness for and on behalf

- of Defendants, was sworn and testified as follows:
BY MR. GOLDMAN: - DIRECT EXAMINATION
Q State your numé, please?
Mrs. Freda Hall.
Mrs, Hall, where do you live?.
2534 40th Avenue, Meridian, Mississippi.
Do you know Travis Barnett?

Yes, I do.

Lo S B R © B

Do you recall whether or not you saw him on June
the 2lst, 19647
A Yes, I do.

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.

} 21

‘22

23
D24

. 25




1617

Q Wouid you tell the Court and Jury where you were

that day?

AL We were at a friend's camp, close to Demopolis

Alabama.
{ Qb What were you doing over there? |
® femoer "4 Fishing.
@ Bid you return to Meridien that day?
ﬂ'A Yes, we did.
Q Tell us what time, approximately it was in the

afternoon that you returned to Meridian?
A Early in the afternoon between 2:30 and 3:00 o'clocJ

or thereabouts.

: Q Whose home did you return to in Meridian?
on behalf | |

| MR, HAUBERG: | A R .
s follows

We object to leading.
BY THE COURT: |

Overruled.

'Q You may answer.
Travis'

Travis Barnett?

And how long did you remain at his house?

A

Q

A, Yes. .
Q

A, Until approximateiy 10:00 o'clock that night.

Q

What were you doing over there?

Wwilliam A. Qavis, Official Court Reporter, Juckson, Miss.
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) A, Working in our garden, picking beans and pe;;:ﬁmhg\
9 » snap beans, eic.
A 3 Q I ask you first how you remember this particular
4 occasion and the date?
! 5 A I happened to buy fishing license for this trip
6 and I have it with me ii you would like to see it,
7 Q Ali right. Where did you buy this license?
8 A I believe it's call the Cotton Patch, just before
9 . you turn off on theé road t§ Demopolis.
10 Q And from the time that you went home that night,
..“;1] ‘ 1'<‘ _after you left Mr. Barmett's house, what made
\;12 | ' you remember the time? |
ﬁ13 - A Because my childrem weré real anxious to see
1214 . Banaza and we goﬁ home after thét comes on gnd ' ?]4
15 : it cumes on T, V. aboutiiO:OO o'clock. ‘ 215
16 Q And how long does it take you to drive from Mr. }16
17 Barnett's housé to your home? 7
18 A.  Approximately ten minutces, I figure. ;18
19 Q Al right. Ve offer this fishing license into o
}o evidence, Your Honor. | ’ izo
21| BY THE COURT: é:m
22 All right, it may be marked. 522
23| BY MR, HAUBERG: 0
24 We object to that, if the Court please, because it 24
25 shows June the 20th, 1964, 25

Willlam A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss. . ﬁ
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nd peas, I'11l let it be éntéred and marked.
(Whereupon exhibit entered into evidence and marked
particular D=9) | |
BY MR. GOLDMAN:
this trip f ; ‘ Q Tell the Court when you left to go on~your
e to see 1ty'v“§ & fishing trip?
.ense? g? A  Saturday afternoon, late Saturday afternoon and
just before | ,? ' we spent the night at the camp there.
' : i' Q  All right.
1at night, "éf | And was anyone else with you besides Travis Barmett?
1at made 'i' . A His wife and my husband, and my two children and |
”iff’ ‘ Travis"one child. |
to see . %’ AllL right, do you recall anYEhing>about an illness?
es on and 1' N A I surely do. Barbara taken very sick that week~ .q
. o end, which is Travis' child.
e from Mr. AllL right, whose child did you say?
*ldw A Travis and EVahgeLine Barnett's child.
Q All right. That's all the questions we have, Your
ense into Honor. |
f CROSS EXAMINATION 4
| BY MR. HAUBERG:
3 Q Mrs. Hali, did you drive over there to the fishing -
camp?
ecause it
A Yes, we did.
- Q What time did you say you left, I believe you said

Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.

o A Al AP b o
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you left on Saturday afternoon?

A I'll say around 1:00 o'clock on Saturday afteinoon,
Q Bué you got back to Meridiam around-Z:OO o'clock
on‘gunday afternoon?
A Theggabout.
Andfyou say you were out working in the garden?
We had a garden together, with Travis aud His wife,
at Travis' home, and we went there to work in our

garden,

- Q@ And you say the little child was siﬁk?
 .A Yes sir.
Q@ Who was looking afﬁer the lictle sicg child? g‘,
A Evangeline, his wife, Travis' wife. ;
‘Q‘” And whaglwagyTréyis QQ;ngf | 214
A He was in the garden with‘us. %]5
Q How long did he stay in the garden? 18
A Unt;l it got dark enough that we had to come in {]7
and shell peas. €18
Q And so, after you got to the éarden he stayed there o
in the garden with you frém 2:00 oélock until 2
dark. ‘
21
A Approximately. ”
And he didn't go see about his child? 2

Welil, he could have gone to the house because
just a 24
the garden is/short distamce from the house.

25\B

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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But you couldn't say that he was there all that
time?

I couldn't say exactly, but I would say I fcel
like he was there most of ﬁh; time.

I'm not asking what you feel like but what you

‘actually know. Did you see him every minute of

the time frum 2300 6'clo¢k until'dark?

Yes sir, I did.

Well just a few minﬁtes ago I thought you said,

and I might hav; misunderétood you, but I thought
you said he might havegone into the house?

He did not leave in his car, hevwas ﬁhere in his .
car which is on the same premises. | |

I¢ he left you in the garden and went into the -

house, how could you see him?

Well it was adjoining the house there.

Did you see him when he went into the house?
No sir, I did not.

Do you say that he did go into‘the house?

I couldn't say of my knowledge that he did go into -
the house, no sir.

So then, you don't want this jury to beiieve that -
he stayed rightmﬁhérémiﬁwthe garden with you from

2:00 o'clock until dark.

Y MR‘ WAERKINS:

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jacksor, Miss.
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: We object, Your Honor, === | fifffﬁiWT

' BY THE COURT:

2
s Yes, I'll sustain the objection,,yoﬁ may re=
4 phrase your question. - |
‘s BY MR. HAUBERG.
6 Q Would you say he stayed until you finlshed there
7 - in the garden wncil dark? N
8 A Yes sir. |
9 Q And that he didn't go into the house at all?
10 '~A No sir, I don't say that. |
1 | Q  But you do say that is the truth?

,}12 A Yes sir. |

el Q That's all.
14: (Whereupon witness excuéed)

'.ﬁs . ROBERT HALL, called as a witness for and on behalf
16 of defendants, was sworn and testified as follows:
17| DIRECT EXAMINATION

18/BY MR. GOLDMAN:

19 Q State your name for the Court and jury, please?
20 A Robert’Hall.

21 Q@  Where do you live, Mr. Rall?

22 A 2435 40th Avenue.

;3 Q Do you know Travis Barnett?

24 A, Yes sir.

25 Q How long have you known him?

William A. Davis, Officiai Court Reporter, iackson, Miss,
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Oh, I would say eight or tem years.
What's your wife's name?
Freda.

I offer you defendant's exhibit number, Mr.

Miller, will you hand that to me please? I

" hand you defendant's exhibit number 9 and ask

you if you were with your wife when she purchased
this fishing licsne?

I was. |

Now, will you tell the Court and Jury who else
was with you on that occasion?

Travis Barnmett, his wife and kids.

All right, now on Jume the 21st, were you stiil

~in the company of these people?

I were.
And what did you do the afternoon of June the 2ls
19647 |

We were out in the garden together out at this
place of his at this time.

What were you doing?‘

Well we worked in the garden and we come out from
the garden and we got some vegetables frowm the
garden and sat around the hbusé andﬂjust talked
the rest of the aftermoon.

Did you shell any peas?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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ﬁe shelled some peas.
All right, how long did you stay therc at My,
Barnett's house?

I woulid say cliose to ten o'clock.

Did‘any specific thing, other than your discussing
your fishing trip, reminds you of when ybu went
home that evening? |

You mean the’argument we ﬁad over there; you mean?
No, when you left Mr. Barnett's did anything

call it to your memory that you left his house
around lO:OOofclockVthat evening of June the 2135?
Well, other than Béing out that week end together
and having oﬁr families/pogethéi on that fishing
trip. | | -

All right. Do you Hévedaﬁf ;ééqllection of your

children wanting to see a television program that

nighi?

Banaza was on when we got home. They wanted to

‘8ee Banaza, and I like to watch it myself.

Was that on when you got home?

About the time we got home.

And do you know about what time it comes on?

Ten o'clock.

Thank you. That's all we have.

15

@6

17

19
‘; 20
2
22

23

24

.CROSS EXAMINATION

William A. Davis, Otficial Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss. % -
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Mr. Hall, what kind of business are you in?

I'm a mechanic, sir.

And where do you work?

I work with Harold Hawkins garage.

Do you know what kind of business Travis Barmett
was in on June the 2lst, 19642

He also had a garage.

Did he'help you?

I was working with him at the time.

You and Travis Barmett are very good friends?
Yes sir.

Did you stay there at his house, you say, umntil
after 10:00 o'clock?

No sir, I didn't stay there after tem, I said it
musc have been close to tem.

Now, were you in the garden that afternoon?

Yes sir.

Did you have a little sick boi or child?

Travis had a sick girl, yes sir. )
How many times did he go in the house to look after
his little child? }
Welil, I ddn't remember the number of times he went
in therc to see abeut his kid.

Did he go in there one time ox five times?

williom A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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"'1‘ ‘A I don't know, he was in the house with‘his'ﬁ{§e 

2| taking carc of his kid when we got thera.“ TR

3 Q Well, he got to1the house beforc you and §Our.wife

4 got tnere?

'3\ A That's right.

4 ) Q And §bout how long was it that you saw him, hgw’

T: long%before that time was it that you saw him

8 at the fishing camp?

9 A Oh, I'd say approximately fifteen minutes.

10 . Q@ Then it only takes about fifteen minutes to come

-1 . from the fishing camp?
1 ~12-- A  Oh, no sir, we come together, he was in his car
13 N  and I was in mine, we come along togetcher. .Ef
14 Q‘ But when you got there he was in the house? jil
15 ‘A Yes sir. | ﬁ :
16 Q And he was looking after his sick child? i
17 A Yes sir. %,
18 Q 4And that's what he did that afternoon? ;{
19 A, Yes sir. | | §
20 Q Have you talked with anybody about this case? !
21 A Have I talked with anybody about it | ﬁ
?2 Q Yes sir. ;
23 A No sir. 3
24 Q You haven't talked to a single persom about your ‘
25 testimony here today? :
Williom A, Davis, Officiat Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss. ‘ A
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.th hig 7§
ig; Have you talked to any 1awyers about it?
‘here, i
| None oLher than Mr. Goldman.
! and your: |
: Q So you have talked to someone about it, haven't
you?
MR, BUCKLEY:
'‘aw him, Co
If it please the Court, I obJect to that line of
"1 saw him
questioning., Everyone knows the lawyers talk to
their witnesses.
nutes, s
"THE COURT:
iutes to
Overruled,
MR. 'HAUBERG:
: in his
@ So you have taiked to a Iawyer about iL?
.echer. 3
A That's right.
» house? »
Q That's all.
(Whereupon w1tness excused)
ild? , .
THE COURT:
) All right, Members of the Jury, we will take a recess
n
until 6:3v. I can provide food for you by keeping
. _ .
his casel you togeth?r so I'm asking the Marshal to keep you

together and carry you to supper together. We'll
take a recess Members of the Jury until 6:30 with

the same understanding we have had.

n about YO (Whereupon the Court took a recess at 6 :00 o'clock

P, M.)

#IER RECESS:

William A, Davis, Otficial Court Reporte
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1 A._R. DENNIS, called as a witness for and on b
2 of Deiendants, was sworn and testified as foildﬁé:” ;

* 3| BY MR. WATKINS: |

5 Q What is your name, please sir?
6: A A. R, Demnis.
7 Q Where do ybu live, Mrx. Dennis?
8 A 8294 6th Avenue. |
9 Q How long have you lived thhe’re?

10 . A~ Twenty-eight years;

1 Q@ Did you know Travis Barmett?

12 A Yes sir.

3 Q How many years have you been knowing Mz, Barnett?

14} A Well, he was in business right across the street

15 : from me for about five years. | | ; 5{15
16 Q Ali right sir, have wou seen him lately? 16
17 A Yes sir. | ]7
18 Q@ I ask you sir, if you know his reputation in 18
19 Meridian and Lauderdale County; Mississippi, the :19
20 community in which he 1ives,‘ fot‘ peace or violence ’20
E‘ | or as a law abiding citizen? 21
22 A Yes sir. ‘22
23 Q Is it good or bad? 23
24 A His gemeral reputation is good. N
25 Q That's all.. | %5

e o e A A 4 S S
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5y THE COURT:

All right.
CROSS EXAMINATION
MR. HAUBERG:

Q Mr.rDennls, do you know what Reputatlon means?

A I think I do.

Q Have you heard his reputatiun discussed?

A I have heaxd people comment on him being a
: fair dealer.
é . Q You haven't heard anybody comment on his peace
; and violence, have you?
%* A I never heard of anything eise.

Q And you have never heard it discussed as to his
1 | law abiding qualities, hévé you?
g ‘A I've never heard it been‘refuted*or anything.
% Q@ I didn't askyou thac, will you just answer my
? questiun, have you ever heard it discussed anythigg
3 about him being law abiding?
2' A Well, I don't recall épecificélly.
i Q@ So your testimnny‘is that you just haven't ever
%3 heard his reputation discugsed, have you?

A I've never heard anythxng against him.

Q But my questlon was, and I belmeve you said you

Bave heard nothing against him, but have you

heard his reputation discussed or not?

William A, Davis, Otficial’ Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss.
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A Well it's just hard to recall a conversation, 

Q So right now you can't recall anyone discuésiﬁg;‘
his reputatiovn? |

A I can recall pébple 1odkiﬁg for him there and
making mention that he was a tair and reliable
persomn.

Q Well, I didn't ask you about relia@ility, I asked
you about something else, buﬁ you have haard of
his reliability, but nothihg about the other
matter I've just méntioned to you?

A I've mever heard anything about‘him;

Q@ You've heard about the timehe got involved in this
31tuat10n here; didn't you? |

A‘ Oh yes, everybody heaid that, that read the papers.v

.Q  But you did hear about it?

A, Yes sir. o

Q

I believe that's ail.
(Whereupon‘witness excused)
HAROLD DEEN, cailed as a witness for and on behalf
of Defendants, was sworn and testified‘as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. WATKINGS: |
Q State your name for the record, please?
A, Harold Deen.

Q Where do you live sir?

Williom A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, jackson,. Miss.




1ere and

reliable

ity, I asked
2 haard of
e other

olved in t

ad the pape:af

on behalf

follows:

el

1631

0 » o P £ P O B P F o = o ¥

'

Q

Dutfie.

What county is fhat in, please sir?

Newton.

Do you know Jimmy Arledge?

I do.

How many years have you been knowing Jimmy Arledge?
All my life.

Do you know where he lives?

65th Avenue, Meridian.

What county. ié’th;t?.‘

Lauderdale.

And how many yeérs have you known him?

All my life.

All your life. Do you know his general reputation
in the community inJWhich‘he‘liveS? v \

I do.

Just a minute. In the community in which he lives
for peace or violence or law abiding citizen?

Do you?

I do.

Is it good oxr bad?

It's good.

CROSS EXAMINATION

T

IBY MR, HAUBERG:

what businuss are you engaged in?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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‘Have there been others?

Pardon? ; D \1 |

What business are you engaged in?

Truck driver. |

Do ‘you know what kind of business Jimmy A%ledge
is in? |

Steel work.

And in your truck driving, do you travel around a
good bit? |
I do.

Are you out of towﬁ a good bit?

In the day time. A‘ N |

Were you raise with Jimmy Arledgéf

We went to school together.

And you are good friends?

I would say we were. =

Have you heard his reputation discussed?

Yes. . |

Can you name me anyone who has discussed his
reputation?

Different omes,

Couid you name me ome individual?

Roger Rush.

Not that I can remember, we've talked about it.

Do you recall when he got involved in this
‘—M

William A, Davis, Officiol Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.

25
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: ;' situation that he's on trial for now?
i A I read aboﬁt it.
. Q And since that time have you talked with him about
Y Arledge 4 | it?
| f; | A No, not really. ’
‘} | Q Have you seen him since that happened?
el around a } A, Oh, yes.
% Q Have you heard any discussiomn of it since you
; , found out about it?
%. A Well, its' been in the papers and I've read about
ﬁé Q Have you heard any discussion about his reputacion
ﬁ§  h since you read about it? )
:? . A‘ Nothing bad.
'% 'Q I ask you it you have heard it discussed?
a2 '% A. Not really, I don't reckon.
1? Q You really haven't heard it discussed?
ed his ‘& A No sir.
& Q Have you talked to anyone about your testimony
: ' here today?
b A I talked to the lawyers.
f Q Anyone else?
f A. No sir.
Q That's all.
this (Whereupon witness excused)

Willlam A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Juckson, Miss.
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WATKINS:

MASON ALEXANDER, calied as a witiness £

of Debndants, was sworn and testified.as f

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Q State your name please?
Mason Alexander.

Do you know Jimmy Arledge?
I do.

Do you know what county he lives in?
He lives in Lauderdale County.

How many years have you been knowing him?

o > P B P P

1've been knowing him all my life, rather all
his lize.
Q Do you know his genmeral reputation in Lauderdale
County‘anﬂ peace andlviolence? |
A, I do. |
Is it good or bad?
A Good.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. HAUBERG:

Q Is your name Alexandexr?

Yes sir.

What is your business?

o P o >

Before you retired, what did you do?

Willlant- A. Davis, Official- Court Reporter; Jackson; Miss.

I'm retired. I own a farm out from Newton County.
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:Run a cafe.

" “How often do you get into Meridian now?

Here in Meridian?
Yes .sir.
About how tar out is your farm located?

About' twenty-five west.

Oh, every day or so.

Do you see Jimmy Arledge every few days?

Wéll yes sir, I see him pretty often.

Now, you say his repucacion is’good. Have you heard
anyone discuss it?

No, but I've had several tell me he's a mighty good |
boy.

But you can't say right now whether or not anyome .
ever discussed his reputation?

Well no, nothing more thaan just talking. We wouid
be talking about him and his family and they wouid
talk about what a good boy he was, what a good
record he had.

Now, do you recall about the time he got involved

in this situation?

Sir? .
Do you recall about the time he got involved in

this situation that he is on trial for here?

Well, I remember when he got involved with it.

William A. Davis, Official Court' Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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] |
| BY MR. WATKINS:

Q  Have you heard anyone talk about his repuiatjon

since that time?
A No, I haven't.
(Whereupon witness excused)

PAUL GRICE. called as a witness for and on behalf of

Defendangs, was sworn and testified as folbws:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

What is your name,‘please?
Paul Grice.

Where do you live, Mr. Grice?
717 Waterview Avenue.

In Meridian?

Yes sii, Mevridian, Mississippi.

Do you know Jimmy Arledge?

W

o P P P F O F P PP F P P

Yes sir.

‘Does he live in Lauddrdale County?

Yes sir.

How long have you been knowing Jimmy Ariedge?
About eight years. | | |
Is he a close friend of yours?

Yes sir.

Do you knuw his repucation in Lauderdale Couniy,

Mississippi, Meridian, Mississippi, for law abiding,

peace or violence?

William A. Davis, Official. Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss..
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Q  What is it?

‘epuia
P tion, A Its good.

CROSS EXAMINATION

3y MR. DOAR: ;
‘ Q Is i; Paul Grice. G R I C E?
. behalf of ‘ .
A A Yes sir, that's right.
bus: . Q  Are you a member of any organization with Himmy
Arledgé? |
A No sir.
Q Are you a member of the White Knights of the Ku
‘ Klux Klan?
@ No sir, |
: Q ‘HaVe you ever been a member of the White Rnights?
_ A" No sir.
:MCQ. Do you know Wallace Mililer? .
A Well, I know him as a policemsn, I don't know him
personally.
Q Do you know Frank Herndomn?
riedge? A Not persomally.
QG Do you know Pete Harris?
A Noisir, I don't believe.
Q Billy Joe Harris?
le Countys A No sir.
¢ lav abidE:  Q_v Joseph Eari Cuxrie?
A, No sir.

Willlam' A. Davis, Officiai Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Biily Birdsong?

No sir. -

Curt Robinson?

No sir.

a

e A

Lester Price?

' Yes sir, I kmow Mr. Price.

o

Where does ‘he live?

Philadelphia.

Philadelphia, Mississippi?

Right.

Do you have friends up in Philadelphia?
Yes sir.

" Do you know the Sheriff?

Not pgrsonally.

Did you use to live up in Philadelphial 5
I was raised in Neshoba County. }16

‘ &

i
How old are you? §17

Twenty-~seven. ]
Do you know Billy Wayne Posey? ?19
No sir, I don't. ‘ ' %20
Do you know Sharpe? The defendant, Sharpe? 32‘
Yes sir %22
Look around you at the people sitting here behind -
Counsel table and teii me which ones of them that 324

you know? ?
B

Wwiiliom A.. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson; Miss.
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A I don't know any of them pesonally.
Q  Buc you say you were raised in Neshoba County,
don't you know Sharpe?
A You said at the Coumnsel table, were you talking
about the lawyers? |
Q Né, I was talking about these people that are
sitting along the rail here.
A, I know some oi them.
- Q  Would you tell ﬁs who you know?
BY MR, WATKINS:
-; ‘Your Homor, we would respectfully object to that, it
has nothing to do with}the proper examination of this -
character witness of Jimmy Arledge. N |
BY THE COURT: “ |
| I don't know what ic’has.to ao’with it, But I'll
overrule your objection, go along. He's on cross
examination.
BY MR. DOAR:
Q Do you, would you tell us if you know Mr. Sharpe,
could you identify him for the Court and jury?
Yes sir, I know Mr. Sharpe.
Where is he sitting?
6ver there about middle ways.

At the end?

P-TEE SVE S

Well, he's sitting about middle ways, right there.

Williom A, Davis, Officiol Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss;
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. Q How many from the end?

2 A.  Which end?
“ 3 Q@ This end over thére or over here rather.
g A Four. N
;;f Q Now, when did you move from Philadeiphia?

" A In 195.

q :

; Q Do yéu know Delmar Dennis?

gV A No sir. |

§ Q Dick Watkins?
:10 A  No sir.

1 Q I would like to ask you again. Have ydﬁ ever beeﬁ

’h;‘2 w'  . ~ a member of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan?

13| BY MR, BUCKLEY:
- 14 Ypur Homor, I object. He's asked this witness that
15 "question three times.

16| BY THE COURT:

r 16
17 Yes, he's answered thac, go along. £ 47
18| BY MR. DOAR: | f g
19 Q How long have you known Jimmy Arledge? ']9
?o A Eight years. - “20
21 Q Do you live near by him? ‘2‘
22 No sir.
. A . v 22
23 Q How orten do you see him? 23
24 A Well, we are real good friends, I see him oh two y
25 or three times a month. 25

William A, Davis, Officiol Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss. i
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Do you visit in each others homes?

Yes sir.

Have you dissussed his reputation with anyonme
in the City of Meridian?

Weil, yes sir.

Who?

Well, I've talked with mem in the plant about him.
What plant?

Magnolia Steel.

Do you work out>there?

No sir.

How do the men out at Magnolia Steel happened to

- know him?

He has worked out there previously.
HOW"long“haS”it“been'since;he‘ceased-working out
there?

Oh, iis been about two years, or two and a half
years.

And when did you talk with the men at Magnolia
Steel about his reputation? i
Well, we all knew Jimmy. I dida't just necessarily
sit down and talk to them about his reputation,

we just talked.

Where does he work now?

Oh, he's working with Bates Steel Company.

William Ai Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,

e S P s S




1642

1 Q Is that planmt where he works near the steel -
2 company where you work?
3 A No sir.
4 Q Different part of town?
s A Right. |
; Q How far apart?
72 A ~ Oh, about five or six miles.
fél Q  About how far do you live from,him?"
g . A About three,
10 - Q@ What are the circumstances when you see him,
1 - how many times a month, you say?
A Oh, two or three times'a.month. %G:
i
Q Do you bowl with him, you don't work with him? E}E
A No sir, I don't work with him. | | éiA
Q  Well, how do you happen to see him? ?]5
A Well, we are good friends, he comeé over to my ?16
house and I go over to his house. }]7
Q Thank you. | 18
(Whereupon witness excused) | 19
WEYLAND MCMULLAN, called as a witness for and on  20

-

behalf of Defendants, was sworn and testified as follow7 2

DIRECT EXAMINATION 2

BY MR. GOLDMAN: | | 23
Q Stateyour name please? ‘ 24

A Wayland McMullan. | 25

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,.. .
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Wheres do you 1ive,'Mr. McMullan?
5214 6th Avenue. .

What city?

Meridian, Mississippi.

Do you work?

I work for Mississippi Freight Lines.
Is that in Meridian? |

Right.

Do you know Alton Wayne Robeits?

Yes sir.

'How long have you known him?

About twenty years.

I direct your attention to the evening of June
21st, 1964 and ask you if you recall seeing Mr.
Roberts at that time?

Yes sir.

Would you tell the Court and the jury the cir-
cumstances surronding your seeing Mr. Roverts at
that time? |

Well, I went by there about 7:30 I believe.

By where now?

By his house. He lived over there on the south
sidé'OVer thére; so I ﬁeut by his house, me and
my wife and a couple that had come in from Texas

that were friunds of ours, and we decided we wouid

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.




